Precondition for Article Publication for Ph.D. Dissertation Defense and Components of the Dissertation Score
(Revised on June 9, 2025 – Khordad 20, 1404)

[bookmark: _GoBack]6–1. Requirement for Article Publication or Acceptance
Based on the Comprehensive Dissertation Guideline for Graduate Students approved by the University’s Educational and Graduate Studies Council on June 9, 2025 (revised), document No. 3176/100‑1‑1404 dated June 30, 2024, Ph.D. students are required to have published or obtained formal acceptance for at least two articles – with the relevant verified forms confirmed by the faculty’s Scientometrics Officer / Research Deputy – before initiating the pre‑defense and final dissertation defense process, as detailed below:
1. At least one original article must be derived from the dissertation and must be published or accepted in a journal indexed in ISI (Web of Science Core Collection), PubMed, or ESCI.
Note: For students admitted in the academic year 2024‑2025 (1403‑1404) and later, publication of dissertation‑derived articles in ESCI journals is conditional upon the journal also having a Scopus Q1 or Q2 quartile ranking.
2. The second article must be related to the student’s field of study and completed during enrollment. It may be derived from the dissertation or from other academic activities during the course of study. This article must be published or accepted in a journal indexed in ISI, ESCI, PubMed, or Scopus.

Evaluation and Scoring of Ph.D. Articles
The maximum score for a Ph.D. dissertation is 20 points, consisting of two parts:
· Part 1: The primary dissertation evaluation score based on the average grades from the dissertation defense committee (calculated according to educational regulations). Maximum: 18 points.
· Part 2: The score for published/accepted articles and incentives. Maximum: 2 points. The score is calculated based on Table 1 below.

Table 1 – Scoring for Ph.D. Articles
	Type of Article
	Points per Article
	Points Allocated to Dissertation

	Publication or acceptance of at least one article in an ISI‑ or PubMed‑indexed journal
(Mandatory for pre‑defense permission)
	Up to 2 points depending on the journal’s indexing (see Table 2)
	Part of the 18–20 point range

	Publication or acceptance of at least one article in a Scopus‑, ISI‑, or PubMed‑indexed journal
(Mandatory for pre‑defense permission)
	No points
	–

	Publication or acceptance of an additional article derived from the dissertation in a Scopus‑, ISI‑, or PubMed‑indexed journal
	Up to 1 incentive point
	–


· This article must be derived from the data of the student’s dissertation.
· *The second article (not necessarily derived from dissertation data) must be within the student’s field and completed during enrollment. If multiple students collaborate on one article, it is acceptable for all provided all their names were included in the original project proposal (e.g., in the Research Assistant system or the ethics committee approval).
· **In addition to the two mandatory articles for pre‑defense and defense permission, submitting one extra article derived from the dissertation that is published or accepted in a Scopus‑, ISI‑, or PubMed‑indexed journal may add a maximum of 1 incentive point to the dissertation score, based on the Faculty Graduate Council’s criteria.

Supplementary Provisions
1. The student must list the correct organizational affiliation (affiliation) of the university as the primary address in all the above articles. In the dissertation‑derived article, according to Graduate Council bylaws, the student must be the first author and the supervisor must be the corresponding author. The order of other authors (except the first author, who is the student) is determined by the supervisor based on the level of contribution. It is recommended that the corresponding author be listed last. If there are two supervisors, the corresponding author is chosen by mutual agreement between them.
2. Substituting the dissertation‑derived article with a patent, discovery, registered patent, or production of a laboratory/pharmaceutical product is permitted only if the output is a direct result of the dissertation. Such substitution requires evaluation and a decision by the Intellectual Property Committee and approval of the University’s Graduate Council.
3. A “primary article derived from the dissertation” refers to any article extracted from data collected for the dissertation. Therefore, Study Protocols and Review Studies (Narrative, Scoping) are not considered articles derived from dissertation data. Systematic Reviews may be counted as primary dissertation‑derived articles only if their production was an explicit objective in the proposed dissertation protocol.
4. Case Study articles, Case Series with fewer than five cases,  and Communication or Letter  
articles are not counted as primary articles derived from the dissertation.

Table 2 – Scoring Criteria for Dissertation‑Derived Articles Based on Journal Indexing and Quartile (Ph.D. Students)
	Indexing Type
	Allocatable Score

	ISI Web of Science – Q1
	2

	ISI Web of Science – Q2
	1.5

	ISI Web of Science – Q3/Q4
	1

	Medline
	2

	PubMed (not Medline)
	1

	Emerging ISI (domestic)* – conditional on Scopus Q1/Q2
	1

	Emerging ISI (international)* – conditional on Scopus Q1/Q2
	0.75


Explanation: The score for an additional incentive article derived from the dissertation (up to a maximum of 1 point) shall be proportional to its indexing and is at the discretion of the Faculty Graduate Council.
*Important note: Acceptance of dissertation‑derived articles indexed in Emerging ISI journals (conditional on the journal being ranked in Scopus Q1 or Q2) for defense permission applies only to Ph.D. students admitted in the academic year 2024‑2025 (1403‑1404) and later, as per University Educational Affairs and Graduate Studies Management letter No. 7244/100‑1‑1403.*

